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Celebrating Europe Days and 6 years since
Association Agreement together with the students of
Thilisi State University, amidst the Covid pandemic

This year on June 27% we proudly celebrated the 6 years
anniversary since the signature of the EU-Georgia Association
Agreement. The road that was leading us towards the
implementation of this very important instrument, that signifies
Georgia’s European future, was challenging as well as rewarding
at the same time. We embraced wholeheartedly every bit of our
achievements, while recognising the still-existing gaps and
identified the set of further steps to be undertaken as the means
to our common ends.

Having said that, I would like to share my strong belief, which
reveals the process of Georgia’s approximation with the European
Union as a ‘business as usual’ that should not be compromised
under any circumstances, including during pandemic. This was
the reason we did not surrender to the unavoidable lock-down
and the social distancing measures, as necessitated by the
COVID-19. Instead, we started to think ‘out of box’ and proposed
the changed methodology for organising the awareness-raising
campaign, which already for many past years used to be
traditionally planned within the frames of the chain of events
dedicated to the Europe Day celebration.

With the support of the EU Delegation to Georgia and other
donor organisations, our ideas and dedication became a tangible
reality, we managed to launch and implement successfully a very
impressive activities aimed at increasing the knowledge of
Georgian society at large on the numerous aspects of the EU-
Georgia cooperation.

We are happy to state that among many projects that we have
undertaken during this period, the one with Ivane Javakhsishvili
Thilisi State University and its Institute for European
Studies aimed at increasing the involvement of youth in the
enlightenment on EU as well as the awareness-raising activities of
the Parliamentary Committee - was outstanding indeed. Not to
say that it facilitated the implementation of important parts of the
Committee Strategy and the Action Plan.

On the bases of the Memorandum of Understanding between
the Parliamentary Committee and the Institute for European
Studies of Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University, and with
the support of the EU Delegation of Georgia, we decided to
announce the students’ competition for the MA students and the
PhD candidates enrolled in the TSU European Studies’
programmes. This contest later on was extended to the students of
all other TSU faculties including those participating in
international exchange and Erasmus+ schemes. The impact of the
Association Agreement on Georgia, the EU-Georgia relationship
during Covid-19 pandemic as well as the Disinformation and
Anti-Western Propaganda - were those pre-selected three main
topics out of which the registered participants could choose one
and submit their essays and action plans to the special
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jury committee. We were proud to launch the competition on
May 9th, the Schuman Declaration Day.

With this symbolic gesture we wanted to congratulate Europe
Day to our colleagues and partners in the European Union as well
as in Georgia. Europe Day is equally important for the Georgian
population at large, we are very enthusiastic to celebrate it, as we
strongly believe in the European Union to stand as a key
milestone for our relentless progress and democratic
development. Indeed, the Georgian society had the opportunity
to express on many occasions its strong willingness to become a
member of the European Union and to adhere to its values.

To go back to the youth project, we were extremely eager to
trace the imminent and enkindled interest for participation in the
contest, making the overall number up to 100 students coming
across the various faculties of Thilisi State University. Within the
frames of the project we organised for them online courses related
to the topic of European Union, provided the practical trainings
in research skills as well as gave an opportunity to meet, greet and
get the updated information from the public officials responsible
for overseeing the implementation of Association Agreement and
approximation of Georgia with the EU standards.

Overall, this was an important and invaluable initiative due its
definitely strong knowledge dissemination and cross-fertilisation
impact upon the various segments of students who otherwise
would never come across with the EU thematic; and also because
of the ameliorating nature it definitely had upon the negative
effects brought with COVID-19 pandemic: we had a very strong
evidence that social distancing measures became especially
difficult for the youth of our society. This project gave a chance
to stay proactive and engaged even during the lock-down period.
The wrap-up event which was expressed in the certificates’
awarding ceremony on the day of signature of AA on the 27th of
June as organised in the building of the Parliament of Georgia was
very cheerful and at the same time motivating for all of us.

Let me once again congratulate everyone who celebrates
Europe Days and the 6 years since the signature of EU-Georgia
Association Agreement. Herewith, I would like to extend my
sincere gratitude to the European Union and its Delegation to
Georgia for supporting this absolutely fascinating and timely
initiative.
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During recent years, EU-Georgia relations have characterized
by historically unprecedented dynamics.

On June 27, 2014, EU-Georgia Association Agreement was
signed, which serves as alegal basis for the relations between
Georgia and the EU and provides for modernization and
transformation in many areas in line with the European
standards.

Effective implementation of the Association Agreement is of
great importance for the development of the country,
strengthening feelings of belongingness to Europe, the
irreversibility of the European integration process, and political
support from European partners.Enforcement of the Agreement is
particularly important in terms of defending sovereignty and
territorial integrity of the country.

The Committee on European Integration of the Parliament of
Georgia, established in 2004, has a particular role in bringing
Georgia closer to the EU. The mission of the Committee is to
promote Georgia's integration into the European Union and
European institutions, to participate in the determination of the
country's policy in this regard, to oversee the activities of the
executive, and to monitor the implementation of its obligations
under the Association Agreement.

The parliamentary Committee on European Integration
coordinates parliamentary activities related to the European
integration process, including the implementation of the
Association Agreement and Association Agenda in the legislative
process.

The Committee leads the legislative harmonization process,
develops and discusses legislative initiatives,oversees the activities
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of the bodies accountable to the Government and Parliament,
cooperates with the sectoral committees of the Parliament of
Georgia, European institutions, parliaments of the partner
countries, international organizations, civil society, and promotes
European integration within the population.

For the purpose of strengthening and developing European
future and promoting European integration in the Parliament of
Georgia, one of the main directon of the activities of the
Committee on European Integration is awaraness-raising and
educational activities.

In cooperation with the partner organizations, the Committee
has been celebrating European Week for many years, aiming to
inform the citizens of Georgia about European integration and
promote their involvement in this process.

Due to the spread of the Covid-19 and the state of emergency in
the country, the Europe Days have been celebrated differently
this year, and the information campaign has been conducted
entirely online using digital technologies.

Within the frames of the campaign, various competitions were
held for both the university students and school pupils,the online
lectures were delivered for youth on the topic ,,6 years of
association for Georgia“. Among others, the successful project
»-Competition for Youth under the aegis of the Parliamentary
Committee on European Integration of Georgia and Ivane
Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University” /European Union for
Georgia 2“ should be highlighted which has been jointly
implemented by the Committee on European Integration of the
Parliament of Georgia and the TSU Institute for European
Studies, and financially supported by the European Union
through its EU for Georgia phase II initiative.

The purpose of the campaign has been to inform the youth,
kindle their interest in European integration, and ensure their
inclusion.

In our view, we have achived the goal of the information
campaign as the youth involvement was impressively broad.
Within the frames of the contest, we have read many interesting
works and identified winners.

The Committee on European Integration attaches great
importance to the publicity and transparency of the Committee's
activities. The door of the Committee is open for the public -
students, experts, and other stakeholders.

It should be noted that within the frames of the information
campaign a renewed Memorandum of Understanding has been
signed with the TSU Institute for European Studies, aiming at
active and mutually beneficial use of the legislative and advisory
potential of the Committee and the TSU Institute for European
Studies on the current issues of EU-Georgia relations. It is
important that within the frames of the Memorandum the
Committee will cooperate in order to upgrade the knowledge of
the Bachelor, Marter, and Ph.D. students with practical insight,
will offer internships and collaborate with the researchers of the
Institute and its academic staff on various projects.
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We believe that the involvement of students and scholars in
the work of the Committee will support theachievement of the
goals and objectives of the Committee, promotion of the
European integration process, and experience-gaining for
students.

We would like to congratulate all the participants involved in
the information campaign on the 6th anniversary of the signing of
the Association Agreement, and tothank them for their active
participation. The committee often holds similar events, and we
also plan to implement numerous important activities in the
future.
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Nino Lapiashvili — Director of the Institute for European Studies of Ivane
Javakhishvili Thilisi State University.Head of the interdisciplinary Master’s,
Doctoral and Bachelor’s Programmes in European Studies.National head of the
Regional Master’s Programme in Human Rights and Democratization. Project
Coordinator, author of the online lectures within the frames of the project,
member of the jury committee of the EU4Georgia funded student competition.

The European Studies related teaching and research in
Georgia,I believe, should be understoodforemost in the
context of the Association Agreement concluded between
Georgia and the EU. Although the idea of rapprochement
and integration with Europe, as well as the doctrine of
strategic cooperation with the European Union, was
announced shortly after Georgia gained independence, and
many effective steps have been taken in this direction, - the
fact of the signature of the new generation Association
Agreement upgraded our bilateral relations to a whole new
level and in terms of intensity,it gave the process of

rapprochement a kind of irreversibility.

The Association Agreement signed in Brussels on June 27,

2014 includes the component of Deep and Comprehensive



b0, HgowMMo, 3960 d0Bgbl Lgd@mGol
§o6800500296¢ 900, 3oblszMm®mgdom, 3060 s LEdMowm
89f>6399%0 dorffgneo 89©gagd0L 98IIANO 3o8mggbydsl
X 96 0bg3 396 sHgMbgd6. 530l Mz FobyBo 543, Boo
GmO0b, gHm-9H 0 MBMzMILO 93MM3I5300M0L dBIMBY
89029350096 ©35380g0E 3Mb3IGT 3303905 ©>
LOMMEYgdM6 353800900 3MPHOL s J9BMEFOWdOL
Bo3egdmdoss.

00009650, 900 Fgbgz0mo3 (3boo bgds, H™A
9363533060056 ©555EMgdolL 3HM39L0 IM35¢TM05605
00 0683mMHI5300 Bozool Lol gdme sddsggdsl
0035¢0oL{obgodl. sbmEoMgdol dgmsbbdgdol dgbggo@qdol
24590g9gbgds 30 dmomMbM3L 3Ll s 3MMdEGTqd0L LHm®,
0505¢3MOMBGBOMbIH MbgbY o5BMNd. 930MM3Isg3doMol
Logzombgdol dglabgd BsGmm 0y L3 (305¢0BYOMEO
296500gd0ol 1BOHMbggmymas B3gbo byBmysMgdolmzol
Labogmaberme 36033690 m356 LogzombL Fo®mdmoyqbl o
d0Bsbdgfimboos, Labgedformlb dogM gsblsBrgmHve
360MmM0GYGJOL MOl 0gmb.

0939, 05650009, LoBsd 93MIM35380M0L bd30mbgdOL Tglobgd
39053 gdol 1gds Lobgwdfogml 3MoMmMoEEJOL Mol
9mbggds, 535Bg 93Mm3sz806MHTs 339 0053500 0BONbs
3bME30MgOOL F)0sbbdgdoL 2553mMHIJdsdg 306033 7 faroom
5Q6q 3506(3. LM, 59 3mbGHIJuGHT0, 9g3Br™353d0M0l
3309305 Q5 gobsmegdol 39M9dol mgdsl dg3gbgdo.

0300Mb 9363590, 93035380600 b30mbgdOL bfsgaol
965350 0sbo godmEowgds s6OLYdMBL s ol ssbEMmgdom
0096039 ferobss, Gsdgbolsog Igmdg dbmgwom mdol
3990099 3949600 gl 2090056905 omMzEOb.

099939, 503Mb3Egmol 35OHEHBoMOMBOL Mgyombdo w339 13
§9w%g 39@0s LodoMmzgarm, 39MHdm 30 by - 50
900500199000 Y30MHMOME 0EIOHMBL, Mo3 936 3I>3T0MOL
30590 Jmblgbgdsdos sLsbmero.

03569 %935b608300l Labgermdol mdoEroliol Lybgadfogm
M6039ML0EIGHOL 93OM3NMWo 33193900l 0bLEOGHME0o 2007
§9wb 936H:™m3m3obool gobsblrydo abdstgdom TACIS-ob
360M500L BoMYmgdT0 IMLES. 0F0 3mBEI3GVISWIMS
obY-b EDb Bo3AHIAL 982690 - oMo,
930bm3o30oL, 39956056, s1939, LM ESY -3 OEH03)O
993609690505 353 GHYGHIOL s 93O 353006 SLfogerol s
03393L 0690 ol303¢0bmmo 3gOL3gdE0300sb -
0630l gbM3560 LodogolEOH™M 3MMYMSaol (2007 Farosb)
@5 bomgd@memm (2014 Farosb) 36:macmsdol BoMymgddo
(Masters in European Studies o> Doctoral Programme in
European Studies). 153530b&6MM 36OMmMsdol dgddbsdo
Bodovangdo 093bgb amgbmdaol 3096 dgbglols
LM YgMOL MbogzgMLOGEHYEGHOU, s1g3g s009boL Lo XH o
3m0@03996 99:3609Mgdsms dgMIbvemo «bog9MLOE EHOLS
5 93LGHM0E0 0BLBIMW3IOL Loy sBM MYBMOHIGOOL
39506 d909M0 3MBLMOE0ToL 9Ju3gmEgdO.
360M500L 990v9853900L @OML 3o035¢00Lobdwmo 0gbs
G00mO3 506086 bggOmTo g3@m3ol dmfjobsgy

60390L0EJBHIOOL b5Y3900gLM FBMEFEOEGdIBO, sb939
0m@Mbool 3Mrm3gLoL bEHbEIMEHIOO s Jorfig3900. bmm

Free Trade Area (DCFTA) and aims at political association as
well as gradual economic integration with the EU. The
benefits of economic integration and access to the EU single
market are conditional.In particular, under the Association
Agreement, Georgia has undertaken to gradually bring the
Georgian legislative area closer to the EU legislation, which
means extensive and rather complex work on our part.
Georgian society must understand that after the full
implementation of the obligations under the Agreement,
our country actually becomes part of the legal space of the

European Union.

Although Georgia has already made significant progress in
the legislative approximation as well as its implementation,
which in theory should make Georgian products available to
446 million European consumers, in reality, our business
sector, especially small and medium-sized enterprises, are
still unable to use these results effectively. There are many
reasons for this, including the lack of knowledge and
experience on the specific challenges and difficulties of

entering the EU market, which is one of the main ones.

Even at first glance, it becomes clear that the process of
rapprochement with the EU is multifaceted and involves the
systematic processing of a large flow of information.
Utilizing the benefits of the Association Agreement requires
the specific knowledge and understanding of the problems

at a correct, highly professional level.

Ensuring the targeted education on a wide range of EU
issues is vital for our society and it is advisable for the state

to set it among its priorities.

However, before the issue of education on the European
Union becomes one of the priorities of the Georgian
government, the EU has already taken care of this - at least
7 years before the signing of the Association Agreement. It
is in this context that I will address the topic of the EU

research and education in Georgia, in particular at TSU.

It’s been for many years since the higher education
institutions in the EU are offering European Studies as a
field of study and research. While in the Eastern

Partnership region already for more than 13 years it is
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Georgia, in particular the Thbilisi State University that is an
undisputed leader —making accessible the curriculum on the

European Union on all three levels of education.

Institute for European Studies of Ivane Javakhishvili
Thilisi State University was established in 2007 with the
financial assistance of the European Commission under the
TACIS project. Conceptually, it is based on the four faculties
of TSU - Faculty of Law, Business and Economics,
Humanities, as well as Social and Political Sciences. It
provides English taught Masters (since 2007) and Doctoral
Programmmes (since 2014) in European Studies from

interdisciplinary perspective.

The experts involved in the inception of the Master’s
programme came from the University Pierre Mendés of
Grenoble, Centre for Public Reforms of Innsbruck and
Panteion University of Social and Political Sciences of
Athens. Within the frames of ENPI project, the Institute
hosted the academic staffand experts from the Trinity
College Dublin, Central European University of Budapest
and the University of Slovenia who contributed much in the
elaboration of the Doctoral programme in 2014. Over and
over again our programmes make us proud to have 100% of
the graduates’employment rates. This is due to the
professionalism of our academic and administrative staff, the
constant inflow of international experts and definitely, the

structure and content of the curriculum we offer.

The Institute offers a wide range of subjects for
undergraduate and doctoral students, including EU
Economic integration, EU Monetary and Fiscal Policy, EU
Law, EU Competition Law, European Integration Theories,
EU Energy Policy, Free Trade and Foreign Direct
Investment, European History, European Cultural Mosaic
and more.Students have the opportunity to get acquanted
with the practical aspects of the EU-Georgia relationship
directly from those public officials who are involved in the
process. In addition, our students have a unique chance to
participate in the public events including international

conferences, public lectures and round-table meetings.

We are eager that the Konrad Adenauer Foundation

selected us to allocate 10 full scholarhsips for our
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prospective MA students applying from the Eastern

Partnership region.

Herewith, it is to be underlined that technical-wise we
met prepared the challenge of launching the distance
teaching, which became an unavoidable neccessity due to
COVOD-19 pandemic. In particular, during 2015-2018,
within the framework of INOTLES, the EU TEMPUS
project, we implemented the innovative teaching and
learning pedagogic methods on Masters as well as Doctoral
levels. With the help of the University of Surrey, the Free
University of Brussels and the University of Maastricht we
provided extensive trainings to our academic staff in the
methods of effective exercise of the innovative pedagogic
tools including Problem Based Learning (PBL), Simulations,

Distance Teaching and the Blended Learning.

Since its inception, the TSU Institute for European Studies
has acquired numerous strategic partners in European
academic circles, with whom we carry out some important
scientific and educational projects. The Institute likewise
continues the fruitful cooperation with the EU Delegation
to Georgia, the foreign diplomatic missions, the Georgian
Governmental and the non-governmental sector. In this
regard, the Memorandum of Cooperation signed with the
Committee on European Integration of the Parliament of
Georgia on February 1, 2011, (renewed on May 9, 2020) is
especially noteworthy, which I will discuss in a more

detailed manner below.

In the process of implementation of Association
Agreement, it was revealed that we have a lack of EU law
experts in Georgia. Taking into consideration this particular
context, it is timely to announce that starting from the
academic year of 2021-2022, we shall launch admissions for
the Double Degree Masters programme (LLM) in EU Law in

cooperation with the University of Vilnius.

We are proud to know that our application submitted to
the Jean Monnet Information Project (Erasmus +) had been
selected as a winner among 1447 eligible applicants. It will
give us an outstanding opportunity to establish the
interdisciplinary BA programme in European Studies at

Thilisi State University. We understand well that owning a
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Jean Monnet project is first and foremost a prestige and at
the same time a great responsibility for any higher
education institution. It is a recognition and trust on the
part of the EU, a kind of declaration that we can promote
excellence in academia, contribute further to the quality of
education in the field of European studies and thus get

closer to the European space.

Even though the Master's and Doctoral programs in
European Studies at the TSU Institute for European Studies
retain the leader status throughout the region, we face quite
a lot of challenges as well. However, I would like to outline
the nation-wide problem, which is the unavailability of the
research funding in Georgia at the third level of education.
This poses significant problems to the PhD candidates to
accomplish their reasearch in a timely manner. Most
doctoral candidates are employed and have to share time
between research and service, while the non time-bound
research often loses the relevance and its effects are

negligible.

Besides, during the past years, within the frames of several
projects the Institute had been able to organize the study
visits to Brussels, which form an integral part of the
curricula of any classical European Studies programmes in
the Western universities. However, due to the scarcity of
financial resources, this was very rarely afforded and, unlike
students from the EU, our graduates were often left without
directaccess to the EU institutions. In this context the
COVID-19 pandemic is to be referred to again, due to this
unexpected challenge created a different reality and offered
new opportunities: it actually transferred the learning
process to the online space in Georgia. If earlier the distance
education was not supported by the Georgian legislation and
the local educational policy, now this perspective has
become an unavoidable reality. The Government was left
with no option rather than its factual acception.Going
online officially means greater number of experts from the
EU in the Georgian educational space, as well as the chance
to reach out to the EU policy-makers from Thbilisi to Brussels

on a more frequent basis.
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Institutional cooperation of TSU with the Committee
on European Integration of the Parliament of Georgia
and the significance of the youth oriented project
during the COVID-19 pandemic

The Institute for European Studies of Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi
State University signed a memorandum of understanding with the
Committee on European Integration of the Parliament of Georgia
in 2011, this was the period when the negotiations on the
Association Agreement was to take its official start and the
approximation with EU aquis was at stake.

Since then, the academic staff of the Institute has been actively
involved in assisting the Committee in terms of expertise. The
academic insight brought through this cooperation, where the IES
staff was attending the meetings, deliberations and special
conferences with the representatives of the government and NGO
sector, played a positive role in crafting the initial state policy on
competition and food safety. Later on, the collaboration was
extended, for many years TSU was frequently hosting the
members of the Parliamentary Association Committee in the
format of meetings with students.

On Europe Day, May 9th of 2020, the existing memorandum
had been upgraded. The newly signed text significantly expanded
the scope of our institutional cooperation as well as integrated the
Recearch Centre of the Parliament as a novel stakeholder. The
document envisages that, while the researchers and academic staff
of the TSU Institute for European Studies will continue to provide
the Committee with the academic expertise (for example, at the
moment IES is actively involved in the thematic inquiry aimed at
identification of the challenges for the Georgian Small and
Medium Size enterprizes in export of goods to the EU),- it is
noteworthy that the new memorandum also highlighted the
importance of increasing the involvement of the students in the
working process of the Committee, which is undoubtedly a timely
step to ensure a proper and effective dissemination of the results
of implementation of the Association Agreement.

The signature of the refreshed memorandum coincided with the
unexpected outbreak of the new virus COVID-19, which affected
the human conditions of almost everyone around the globe. We
could not avoid this context when we got together in order to
discuss the ways of operationalizing this new institutional
framework. Hence, we immediately started to think that among
the most vulnerable groups who need to adjust to new terms and
circumstances of physical and social distancing are young people
of all ages but especially teenagers at schools and the students who
are restricted from active way of lifestyles. We started to share
our opinions with each other relatedto this stage of the history
which could have the long-term implications on their attitudes
and become a formative period of their lives for the future;
therefore, it could have been the right time to concentrate on
values and life-choices. Because the increased anti-Western
propaganda, sowing conspiracy theories and disinformation takes
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a toll on the positive image of the Georgia’s European aspirations
among the youth segment of the population, we started to
concentrate around our belief that the proper institutional support
could have become one of the crucial approaches in order to
ameliorate the negative impacts of the COVID-19 crises upon the
youth. This could be through supporting their involvement in
various activities and exercises that is possible to be accomplished
online.

As a result, on the basis of an updated memorandum and with
the financial support of the European Union we, the Institute for
European Studies of TSU and the Parliamentary Committee
jointly announced the essey competition and a practical exercise
for the students. We decided to dedicate it to the celebrations of
the Europe Day as well as the sixth anniversary of the signing of
the Association Agreement. Obviously, we accomplished all the
planned activities in the virtual space.

The project was mainly aimed at increasing the awareness
among youth on the European Union, it’s history and institutions,
the concept of strategic communications, the threats of anti-
Western propaganda and the role of Parliamentary Committee on
European Integration. On the other hand, it had an objective to
provide a tool for participation and meaningful engagement in
policy-making processes. The competition was planned so that to
serve as the platform to hear the voices of young people regarding
EU —Georgia cooperation, including on the mechanisms to
ameliorate the effects of COVID-19.

This was the reason we opened the door wide for the students of
all the faculties of TSU to participate in the competition, including
the international students of Erasmus scheme and the Regional
Master's program. The result exceeded our expectations: we got
excited with their intensive involvement, we shared a lot of new
information or opinions, we read interesting papers and most
importantly, we got a lot of positive emotions.Some of the best
essays are published in this special newsletter.

Before you read it, on behalf of the TSU Institute for European
Studies I would like to extend my heartfelt gratitude first of all to
the European Union for making this project possible, secondly to
all of those who had been actively involved in planning and
implementation of the deliverables of the project, and most
importantly of course to each and every student whose akin
interest to get involved and participate proactively made a good
plan into an excellent reality. I would also like to join the
celebrations on Europe Day and the sixth-year anniversary of the
signing of the Association Agreement, and wish the Georgian
people an irreversible process of rapprochement with the
European Union someday soon to be crowned by full membership
in the European family!
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Abstract

This paper discusses the benefits of the relations between Georgia and European Union and gives arguments, proving how benefi cial
the Association Agreement has been for the well-being of Georgian people.I mainly focus on the COVID-19 crisis period and how
European Union managed to help Georgia go through these hard times;specifically, underlining different social, economic and political
fields, such as human rights, healthcare, education, economy and agriculture. I set out to show the importance of Georgian integration
into European Union andbased on the facts, have valid hopes that European Union will be one of the most important international
actors helping Georgia. Additionally, the paper focuses on the problems that the world has to face during COVID-19 pandemic and
how majority of international actors overcomes these obstacles with the help from European Union. As a conclusion, paper outlines
that during the COVID-19 pandemic when the whole world including Georgia, was in fear of the spread of the virus, when all the
institutions had been shut down, when the world had to get used to the new lifestyle as quickly and effectively as possible, Georgia
managed to stay modernized and keep up with the standards of the developed world mainly by the help coming from the European
Union.
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Abstract

The role of the Culture and Creative Industries for the economy and generally, the country’s development is not properly valued and
understood in Georgia on different levels of the society — starting from the wider society to the government authorities. The II Culture
Programme — Culture and Creativity was implemented within the Eastern Partnership during 2015-2018 and it resulted in
distinguished achievements and had a positive impact on the development of the cultural and creative sectors of Georgia. However,
challenges for the process lay upon the different layers of the society working in the cultural field — Government authorities as well as
cultural professionals themselves. It is important to have common understanding of the Creative Industries and their potential, their

possible contribution to the economy of the country.

The following essay gives descriptive analysis of the Culture and Creativity Programme under EaP, discusses its key achievements and
impacts on the CCIs in Georgia. It also focuses on the remaining challenges to the development of the Creative Economy in the country
and tries to explain reasons for stagnated development of the field.

Key challenges to the development of the Cultural and Creative Industries in Georgia

The notion of ‘Creative Economy’ is rather new as it is the invention of the 21st century. It comprises different industries, mostly
related to a new way of thinking with creativity at heart mainly connected to the fields of culture, design, art and innovation (Howkins,
The Creative Economy). Nowadays Creative Economy provides possibility for the Cultural and Creative industries to be perceived as an
important input in country’s economy. However, in order to support the development of the industries and provide conditions in the
country for cultural professionals to work properly and bring benefits to the economy, there are numerous aspects to be taken into
consideration. While some of the developed countries, like UK has succeeded in developing the sector and nowadays it represents a
sound part of the country’s economy. However, the issue remains problematic for most of the developing countries, like Georgia. In this
regard, since establishment of the Eastern Partnership (EaP) in 2009 between the EU and six countries, including Georgia, EU has
played an important role in the process of development of the country within different areas, like Creative Economy - specifically
culture and creative industries through EaP and furthermore, the Association Agreement, which strives to deepen the process of
Economic Integration between the parties as one of its significant element. However, there are still remaining key challenges that
prevent development of the CClIs in Georgia, which derive from different layers of the Georgian society.

Firstly, I would like to address the Culture programmes provided by the EaP, which comprised with two phases. More specifically, I
will focus on the second phase of the EaP Culture Programme — Culture and Creativity as it was dedicated to support the Culture and
Creative Industries and, furthermore, it has been a great success. Culture and Creativity programme was implemented from 2015 till
2018 and throughout these years it has supported Georgia on the government and policy level as well as the cultural and creative
industries and its representatives. The programme resulted in key direct outcomes, like EaP Forum with 400 cultural professionals;
Analysis regarding the Culture and Creative Industries (CCI) and their development; Reports assessing the CCI development conditions,
their challenges and ways of solving the issues, etc., which provided the best awareness raising activities, international expertise and a
set of elaborated handbooks. With this important legacy of the programme, in my opinion, the sector is still not properly understood,
acknowledged in terms of its economic value for the country. This derives from the fact that, unfortunately, Cultural field has never
been a priority for Georgian Government itself, before or even after the programme. This issue is discussed in the National Policy
document: “In 2014 government of Georgia developed Strategy for Social and Economic Development of Georgia, 2020. The document
does not reflect either social or economic significance of the culture and heritage” (ICOMOS Georgia, 2014, Towards the Future).
Furthermore, the attitude can also be observed in the document provided by the Georgian Eastern Partnership National Platform — In
the Project of the Action Plan 2020 for the EU Integration, within up to 700 activities planned, only 4 of them are related to the Culture
overall and only 1 is dedicated for the Creative Industries development (Project of the Action Plan 2020 for the EU Integration). These
are clear examples of one of the main challenges to the development of the cultural and creative industries’ sector.



On the other hand, despite the above-mentioned issue, the programme should have resulted in deeper and more sustainable results as
it had certain main indirect outcomes, which include, most importantly, International consultancy on elaboration of the 10 years
Cultural Strategy 2025;Establishment of the Creative Georgia as a fast response to the very well visible necessity; General Awareness
raising on different level — Government, Cultural Professionals, Cultural and Creative Industries, society. As one of the most important
legacy of the programme, the international expertise and support in elaborating the Cultural Strategy 2025 in collaboration with the
cultural professionals from Georgia can be considered. The main achievement, except from contribution to the elaboration of such a
document, is the fact that there is a separate section on the Creative Industries in the Cultural Strategy 2025 defining as the core goal as
follows: “Goal: Creative industries represent an important source for job creation, economic growth and innovation, it is a competitive
sphere of activity” (The Ministry of Culture and Monument Protection of Georgia, 2016). In addition to this, as mentioned previously,
the programme was followed by establishment of the Creative Georgia, which could be seen as a fast response to the needs of the
country in the creative sector and as a continuation to the activities and projects implemented by the EaP Culture and Creativity
Programme. To sum up, the ideology and approach of the Culture and Creativity programme consists of informing and involving
different levels of society (Government, Cultural organisations, Professionals, wider society) in the Cultural and Creative industries
development process, which is a huge contribution to the field as common understanding of the issue and related problems, is the push
towards the very much needed action.

However, despite all the efforts and activities implemented under the programme, the development of the CCls is still suspended due
to other challenges that the sector is facing nowadays. In addition to the prioritising issues for the Cultural field, there emerges the
problem of proper implementation of the strategies and projects. For example, even though the Cultural Strategy 2025 represents a very
useful and important document elaborated with the international expertise and consultancy, it still lacks proper involvement of the
local professionals. It reminds of the Helicopter Management mechanism, which is considered as a fast response to the risk and it is
superficial. The documents created within the programme are rather wide and general, lacking the full understanding of the local
situation, unfortunately. This issue plus little motivation and interest of responsible authorities or stakeholders prevents as successful
implementation as the elaboration of the document was. In addition, there also remains problem of related authorities not dedicating
sufficient funding for the cultural programmes or initiatives. For example, for the Creative Georgia, since separation from the Ministry,
its yearly programme expense was 30000 Gel, which is not even enough for the creative industries campaign. Last argument, but not
the least, despite the efforts done through awareness raising campaigns, the Georgian society and even the field professionals require
longer terms in order to understand and acknowledge the real economic value of the sector. The concept of Creative Economy is rather
new as mentioned in the beginning and it requires many years for Georgia to boost and develop first, the idea and then the sector itself.

To sum up, the Culture and Creativity Programme within the EaP has supported Georgia in many ways, especially in awareness
raising, its legacy of useful reports and handbooks, provided international expertise, etc. However, the challenges lay down the other
party, Georgia and different layers of its society. Hence, it is vital for the government to make the Creative Economy - CClIs a priority
and put it on the agenda alongside with other important fields of development of the country, ensure proper funding for the cultural
programmes and the development of the creative industries. It should “put down the strategic documents from the shelf”, adapt them to
the Georgian reality and take actions in close collaboration with the local cultural professionals and experts, who have the duty to
experience and engage in the processes. On the other hand, there has to be ensured awareness raising among them regarding the
importance of creative industries for the economy of the country to enable them to participate and contribute to the development of
the sector and thus, the whole country.
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Abstract

Georgia’s relations with the European Union began in 1991-92, after the collapse of the Soviet Unionafter Georgia became an
independent state. This relationship has been deepening and has had positive outcomes over the years. A major milestone for Georgia
was establishment of the Eastern Partnership Initiative, and later in 2014 by the Association Agreement, which was an unprecedented
instrumentfor a country, especially as it contained the Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Agreement. AAs with three Eastern
Partnership countries are the most voluminous and ambitious among all EU association agreements with third countries. Distant from
the more universal ‘common values’ conditionality, it also applies scope of the EU acquis to Georgian legal system and national laws.
Effects of the agreement on Georgian has been profound, since harmonized legislation plays central role for Georgian democracy and
rule of law.Mainly, EU’s influence on the democracy processed has normative form, since this reflect its role on international politics
and its values as an actor. One of the important provision the AA is Democracy and human rights, hence the agreement provides for
bilateral legal cooperation in terms of legal assistance. It’s the democratization approach on EU’s part which makes it all the more
important for Georgia to strive partnership with the Union. Support of the democratic governing processed and country’s overall
welfare offered by many AA puts Georgia in a favourable position by attracting international support and discussions regarding its
successful transformation.
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Significance of the Georgia-EU Association Agreement: Democratic Governance

Georgia’s relations with the European Union began in 1991-92, after the collapse of the Soviet Union after Georgia became an
independent state. This relationship has been deepening and has had positive outcomes over the years. A major milestone for Georgia
was establishment of the Eastern Partnership Initiative which aims to deepen and strengthen relations between the European Union, its
Member States and its six Eastern neighbours: Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine. (Eastern Partnership,
2019) It was created to support political, social and economic reform efforts in these countries with the aim of increasing
democratization and good governance, energy security, environmental protection, and economic and social development. (European
Parliament, 2019)Eastern Partnership is a powerful tool for European Union to have close cooperation with neighbourhood countries,
just as well to this state, to enhance their capabilities. Even though the process has had its ups and downs, still the initiative had positive
outcomes to those states which were fully committed to the idea.

In 2014 Georgia signed Association Agreement with the EU, which was an unprecedented instrument for a country, especially as it
contained the Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Agreement, after which the EU became Georgia’s largest trading partner since it
was signed. Economic integration, first and foremost DCFTA implementation is recognized as the purpose of the agreement and the
duty of the signing parties. Previously considered a bureaucratic instrument of the European Union, the Association Agreement— with
a Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Agreement (DCFTA) at its core—has become a geopolitical hot-button issue. (Fix. 2014)
Subsequently, another major achievement for Georgia was reached in 2017, when Visa Liberalisation Agreement was signed with the
EU, which many politicians used as a variable for measuring Georgia’s future prospects, many scholars view this as a “reward” from the
EU for Georgia’s unbreakable political course regarding European and Euro Atlantic integration.

Association Agreements with three Eastern Partnership countries are the most voluminous and ambitious among all EU association
agreements with third countries. Distant from the more universal ‘common values’ conditionality, it also applies scope of the £U acquis
to Georgian legal system and national laws. In this regard, it is worth noting, that Georgian Constitution is embodiment of all values
shared by the two parties. Effects of the agreement on Georgian has been profound, since harmonized legislation plays central role for
Georgian democracy and rule of law.

Mainly, EU’s influence on the democracy processhas normative form, since this reflect its role on international politics and its values
as an actor. One of the important provision of the AA is Democracy and human rights, hence the agreement provides for bilateral legal
cooperation in terms of legal assistance and includes implementation of the United Nations and the Council of Europe's relevant
international instruments. A step forward in terms of democracy is the reform of the judiciary, which is still ongoing, as well as
legislative changes in the law on amnesty, as a result of which the law covered those affected by the "justice gap".A number of
amendments have been made to the common laws in organic law, all amendments were directed to increasing the independence of the
judiciary and bring Georgian legislation closer to international standards. (GISS, 2015) Partnership with the EU has pushed Georgia to
fasten its law adopting process, which resulted in fact that, the 2015 Transparency International Index ranked Georgia 48™out of a total
of 168 countries, higher than several EU member states (e.g. Bulgaria, Greece, Italy and Romania, in joint 69th place). (Emerson,
Kovziridze, 2016)



Association Agreement has many useful provisions for the developing countries such as Georgia, but ones referring to democracy and
rule of law is main condition for the road of the European and Euro Atlantic integration. Without doubt there are number of challenges
remaining on both internal and external politics, from reforms needed in the judiciary system to Russian pressure and its zero-sum
game thinking, but nonetheless successful implementation of the AA agenda proves capacities of this bilateral cooperation. It is vital
because agreement offers concrete agenda and directions to how to enhance democratic capabilities. It is worth noting, that Association
Agreement had equally great effect on Georgia’s foreign relations, unmistakably trade with the EU proved vital for the Georgian trade
and economy. Most importantly it cleared any type of doubt regarding Georgia’s political vector and strengthened dialogue with EU
institutions and most importantly reaffirmed its position as a reliable and trustworthy partner.

It’s the democratization approach on EU’s part which makes it all the more important for Georgia to strive partnership with the
Union. Support of the democratic governing processed and country’s overall welfare offered by AA puts Georgia in a favorable position
by attracting international support and discussions regarding its successful transformation. It is safe to say, that no matter how long the
realistic discussion regarding the membership take, Georgia will come out of this cooperation as a fully developed democratic state.
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Abstract

Coming from Belarus that has strong ties with Russia and anti-western anti-gender movements that have emerged in Belarus and Russia
recently, carefully following the news and eventsin the region and in the world, in this essay | would like to frame and portrait the anti-
western messages and propaganda during COV1D-19, mention the disinformation channels and most vulnerable groups, as well as focus on
the measures to counteract propaganda.

Disinfor mation and Anti-EU/Anti-Western propaganda during the outbreak of Covid-19 pandemic disease

COVID-19 pandemic unexpectedly came out to be a “crush test” for the capacity of governmentsto deal with the crisis. Big ambiguity,
unexplored contagious virus with unclear health consequences, no vaccine and not always possible to cure, hesitation about necessity of
lockdown - all this was already hard to handle, but was worsened by the amplification of corona-related desinformation and growing anxiety.

While many democratic countries in the Eastern Partnership region such as Ukraine, Moldova, Georgia, Armeniatogether with EU
countries demonstrated transparent and evidence-based information strategies to address COV1D-19 challenge, other politicians from the EaP
region and the world took the top places in “Corona Idiot Chart” (e.g. Belarus) for the most insane and irrelevant public com ments and
actions underestimating the danger of COV1D-19 and manipulating with public opinion.

Coming from Belarus that has strong ties with Russia and anti-western anti-gender movements that have emerged in Belarus and Russia
recently, carefully following the news and eventsin the region and in the world, in this essay | would like to frame and portrait the anti-
western messages and propaganda during COVID-19, mention the disinformation channels and most vulnerable groups, as well as focus on
the measures to counteract propaganda.

Destabilization of western democracy models through influencing public opinion

LI TS LI T

“Europe is in panic”, “mortality from covid-19 is very small”, “who benefits from the panic” (2020) - these messages were widely spread
in the propagandistic Russian source Regnum.ru, cited in the Russian news, incorporated by Belarusian government and created tensionsin
the countries with Russian speaking population. While many countries were trying to synchronize their efforts to minimize the consequences
of the COVID-19 pandemic by giving clear scientific-based information and guidelinesto their citizens, transparently reporting new cases of
COVID-19 and deaths, introducing strict measures to save the lives of each and every person, anti-Western propaganda widely spread via
Russian channels were undermining all the efforts of the EU, channeling sarcasm about World Health Organization guidelines. The strategy
of Russian media chosen to misinform and create tensionsin EU was: 1) to state that the coronavirusis a biological weapon created by USA
or Chinato make the geopalitical shift ; 2) panic is much worse than coronavirus; 3) Europe will collapse economically and wanted Russia to
appear in economic crisis, but Russian government was wise enough to choose their own progressive way to deal with the COVI1D-19.

The peculiarity of the COVID-19 disinformation campaign was that Russia borrowed many of the president L ukashenko messages from
Belarusian media and further channeled them to the EaP countries and the West, e.g. the speech of L ukashenko about the future scenario of
easy combat of COVID-19 as surviving in Great Patriotic War was much harder. In the next weeks we’ve seen this message transformed and
verbalized by Putin as “Russians will survive the coronavirus as they survived the invasion of pechenegs and polovtsevs many centuries ago”
(2020). It might be funny to read and I’m laughing when I am citing these messages in the essay, however, these messages boosted the self-
esteem of Russian speaking community worldwide as a superhero nation.

Finally, we see a number of populists and political figuresin the EU appear to be saying that the measures of lockdown were too strict,
the number of deaths was exaggerated and the EU (especially, in Italy, France and Spain) was playing games to push the secret agenda of
particular states.

Clergy response

Thereis clear evidence clergy was one of the subjects affected by disinformation or at |east the gateway for the anti-western propaganda
and disinformation itself. For example, in Belarus, Russia and Serbia the church was rejecting the idea of the COVID-19 threat, harm and
even its existence. Evenmore, in Belarus the helicopter flyby of the metropolitan Pavel over the Belarus with holy watering ritual have
created the outrageous reaction and the critique among citi zens as - the money spent for this event could be directed to procure masks and
protective outfit for the doctors and ordinary people. Public opinion didn’t prevent the church in Belarus and Russia from carrying out
communion before Easter, feeding over 900 people in the church from the same spoon. Rejecting the idea of the seriousness of the
coronavirus clergy also organized a number of crucessionsin various cities of Belarus and Russia to eliminate the virus. No need to say these
anti-covid measures caused local epidemic outbreaks all over Belarus and Russia, and in other countries with the Russian speaking
population promoted unsafe behaviours during the religious celebrations.



All this reminds recent anti-gender campaignsin Belarus and Russia based on fal se information disseminated by religious organizations
and the priests regarding the draft law on combating domestic violence. The aim of the campaign was to protect traditional slavic values from
Western influence and the similarities might be found with the COVID-19 case: priests are actively promoting certain information related to
the topic lacking evidence, public announcements and statements of the metropolitans are made, the West is mentioned as the source of the
disease (gender equality or COVID-19), people can get the protection in the church by practicing religion.

Fatalism of the COVID-19 most vulnerable group

The most vulnerable group appeared to be the elderly people watching Russian TV news or communicating with their neighbors affected
by Russian disinformation channels diminishing the danger of COVI1D-19 and claiming that panic is worse than the virus. Another thing is
high commitment to the church and religious celebrations as many elderly people are the believers and received misinformation from the
clergy directly at the church service or broadcasted opinions on TV. Many fake news about anti-Western influence on COVID-19 was spread
viaviral videosin Viber groups that elederly people are using for communication with their children. It is clear that there is ahuge
information gap in the senior groups and their fatalistic attitudes towards their own lives makes it even more difficult to communicate good
information on safe behaviour during COVID-19 pandemic. They occurred to be one of the “easy targets” of anti-Western propaganda,
however, they are not the only ones affected by fake news. Even very intelligent people amplify disinformation posts without doing proper
fact-checking.

Backlash effect of the anti-Western propaganda

Seemslikein their desire to shame Europe, USA and Chinafor COVID-19 panic, Russian together with Bealarus have fallen into the
“half-measure quarantine” pitfall. The level of trust to Lukashenko was never so low (according to the sociologists around 24% in March and
it is decreasing). Even the regular Victory military parade aimed at praising the regime of Lukashenko was a huge failure as the number of
COVID-19 cases increased exponentially and the epidemic was out of control. Similar things are happening in Russia as due to half-measures
the economic situation still got much worse, mistrust increased and “no panic regime” hit the citizens of Russia quite hard asthe number of
COVID-19 cases is very high. While all the world is bit by bit opening the borders and starting to come back to “new normal” life, the
situation in Russia and Belarus are far from normal. The COVID-19 recovery time for Russia should be used strategically by its
disinformation targets to prepare a proactive response - further disinformation messages are quite obvious, vulnerable groups affected by
disinformation are identified, partners and opponents in the COVI1D-19 information battles are clear.
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Abstract

Hundreds of thousands of people have already fallen prey to a novel Covid-19. While there is still a lot of unknown and the
authorities struggle with a uniform and effective response, misinformation and disinformation keep spreading online. Moreover, there
are substantial grounds to believe that dissemination of false and harmful information has been intentional. European Strategic
Communications Agency has recorded over 500 disinformation narratives originating in pro-Kremlin sources. This essay examines ends
and means of Russia’s involvement and their place in Russian foreign policy. It can be seen that information operations are mostly
aimed at destabilizing Western unity to weaken its collective bargaining power and ambitions, and undermining the current
establishment preaching the global imposition of liberal values.

Introduction

More than 8 million people got infected, and 453,000 died because of Covid-19 pandemic (Worldometer 2020). One cannot wonder
what share belongs to victims of those false information picked up from the media. How many took it all as a hoax to scare people and
impose mass vaccinations to implant microchips? Uncertainty, confusion, and anxiety proved to be a fertile ground for rumors,
speculations, misinformation, and disinformation. Avaaz found that harmful content about coronavirus in just six languages “was shared

over 1.7 million times on Facebook and viewed an estimated 117 million times”(Avaaz 2020).

Even more appalling is that this infodemic is not spontaneous. According to the European Commission report, there are traces of
foreign involvement. Particularly, only pro-Kremlin resources contributed more than 550 disinformation narratives. (European
Commission 2020). As defined in the earlier report, “disinformation is understood as verifiably false or misleading information that is
created, presented and disseminated for economic gain or to intentionally deceive the public, and may cause public harm.” (European
Commission 2018, 1). Thus, this health crisis seems to be used as a means of informational warfare to advance specific geopolitical
agenda.

This essay focuses on examining the Russia’s part, its ends and means, and fit in Russian foreign policy. The findings can be latter
used to draft an action plan on countering disinformation and propaganda.

‘What does Russia want?

Russia is a semi-peripheral country “being exploited as a raw material appendage by the capitalist core” (Hopf 2012, 274). The fossil
fuels account for more than 60 percent of Russian export and more than 30% of its budget (OECD 2019, 1). Komolov (2019)
characterized the Russian ruling class as “an intermediate seller of Russian commodities on world markets” (329), and estimated the
amount of net capital outflow over the last 20 years as close to 1.2 trillion US dollars (338). He pointed out that in 2017 “the share of
offshore companies in the outflow of capital exceeded the level of 82 percent”(333). Thus, the West is the Russian main trade partner
and the banker.

Russia's known national interests are preservation of the regime, recognition as a great power, and exclusive influence over its "near
abroad.” Radin (2017) argues that Russian leaders consider the world to be dominated by the US. Furthermore, he suggests that seeing
the expansion of the US control achieved through regime change and promotion of "liberal democracy,"” makes them consider those a
threat to their own security (ibid).

Weiss (2020, 2) argues it is the EU expansion to the post-Soviet countries, cutting reliance on Russian energy sources, and
articulated support of democratic values that had soured Putin for a while. Besides, the Kremlin prefers dealing with each state
individually rather than let Brussels represent their collective interests. As Deputy Secretary of the Security Council of the Russian
Federation explained in his interview, European countries should work with Russia on the "basis of their own national priorities" and
not as "proxies for alien interests (Venediktov 2019). Thus, disarray among the allies might be preferable as they will not be able to
meddle with Russia's interests.

The website of the Permanent Mission of the Russia to the EU (2020) underlines that "there is no viable alternative to mutually
beneficial and equal-footed cooperation." Foreign Minister Lavrov (2016) also acknowledged that Russia had seen itself a part of Europe
and the West for centuries. As can be derived from his statement, Europe should just let Russia be Russia and stop imposing European
norms on it. While Russia is ready to compromise, it could only be based on "true consideration of each other's interests" (Permanent
Mission 2020).



It can explain the Russian support of right-wing populists opposing liberal democratic establishment around Europe. They also seem
to dislike the EU and respect Russia as "a bastion of sovereignty, identity, and cultural conservatism against the forces of liberalism
destroying Europe" (Weiss 2020, 6). Coronavirus pandemic is yet another tool in this power struggle.

How do they attempt to achieve it?

It has been long known that Russians view information operations as tools of hybrid warfare. Legucka observed that the campaign
run by them combines public diplomacy, propaganda, and disinformation. (2020, 1). EUvsDisinfo (2020b) quotes a Russian military
theorist AleksandrBartosh, who underlines that “a preventively shaped narrative, answering to the national interests of the
state, can significantly diminish the impact of foreign forces’ activities in the information sphere, as they, as a rule,
attempt to occupy “voids” [in the information flow]”.

Sergey Sukhankin (2020, 3 — 4) recognizes three streams of Russian narratives currently occupying the voids: addressing the least
informed domestic audience with propaganda-like information; invoking conspiracy theories that promulgate alternative perception of
the reality to confuse people; and the most elaborate, relying on prominent scientists and appealing to foreign sources.

The pro-Kremlin disinformation campaign utilizes a number of channels to deliver its messages ranging from official sources (RT,
Sputnik, etc.) to fake social media accounts and bots. EEAS (EU vs. Disinfo 2020c) distinguishes five distinct branches of the pro-
Kremlin disinformation campaign. First three are the media registered in Russia (affiliated with the State, with a manifested connection
to the Kremlin, and without any obvious links), the rest while being registered outside of Russia are aligned with the pro-Kremlin
position, the only difference is whether they report only on Russia or on a wider range of issues.

Pro-Russian media does not have to be the source. As Lea Gabriel, a former CIA agent, claims “the disinformation is flourishing in
its own ecosystem”, where media pick up and amplify whatever is published by any of the sides (Hein 2020).

Once the message is launched, Moscow has a powerful tool to spread it over the Internet. DeutcheWelle points to the famous
Internet Research Agency as one of the sources of the fake news about coronavirus (Wesel 2020). According to the last reports its
employees are able to cover more than 300 social media platforms to spin disinformation (Nakashima 2020).

Covid-19 informational campaign
The aims of the campaign seem to be quite inter-connected and inter-dependent.

Confusion and information overflow. The multitude of contravening "alternative facts" thrown at the audience erode the idea of
objective truth, confuse people, and make them more skeptical and passive. After all, if there is no truth, whom can you trust, what can
you believe in? Having no one to appeal to makes government lose their resoluteness and, possibly, seek compromises instead. Thus,
general skepticism and apathy weaken governments' support base and delegitimize their efforts.

Distrust. By spreading apocalyptic messages, fueling panic, and pointing to the plots, the disinformation targets credibility and
willingness of the authorities to provide an adequate response. It ultimately attempts to go beyond inducing skepticism and to diminish
trust in the healthcare system, national governments, and international institutions. It is quite evident in some of the post-Soviet
countries, many of which were claimed to host secret laboratories where Covid-19 originated (EU vs. Disinfo 2020d; EU vs. Disinfo
2020e).

Traffic generation. An additional aim could be monetizing the hype surrounding the corona pandemic to increase the visibility of own

informational resources. Later on, it might be converted into a bigger audience for disseminating consequent messages. Using
sensational revelations as a clickbait multiple pro-Kremlin websites observed a significant traffic increase (EU vs. Disinfo 2020b).
Typically it was between 10 and 45 percent, although, in case of Canadian Global Research, the overall growth was around 258 percent.

Division. The EU is continuously pictured as unable to provide any assistance neither to its members nor its neighbors. The US has
allegedly both abandoned its European allies and started the pandemic. Italy invented COVID-19 to get extra-funding. By emphasizing
such messages, the disinformation is trying to drive a wedge between the EU members, the EU and the EaP, the EU and the US. Russia
seems to continue applying pressure to let internal conflicts escalate and undermine international solidarity.

Self-promotion.Avast (2020) claims that Russia drives the campaign that could worsen the pandemic's impact while portraying the
West as selfish, paralyzed, and indecisive. Calling the EU a "plague barrack," Russia is eager to send its troops and assistance. It proudly
presents its management of COVID-19 as a model one, which seems to be working. Legucka (2020, 2) shows that polling in Italy and
Slovakia shows increased public sympathy for Russia, while for the EU and NATO trend is opposite. One of the immediate effects of
such a policy might be a demand to discontinue sanctions.

Conclusion
To conclude, it is hardly possible to say that the aim of the Russia is or has ever been to destroy the West. Nevertheless, it has a certain
grudge towards the liberal world order and its disregard for the perceived Russian values and national interests. Thus, the Russian



strategy has been to undermine the status quo, sow divisions, and let internal contradictions escalate so it can deal with the countries
one-to-one and on the basis of noninterference with like-minded parties.
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Abstract

This paper briefly examines the current problem of disinformation and anti-EU/Anti-Western propaganda in the turmoil era of the
COVID-19 coronavirus pandemic. The research analyze what misinformation and disinformation are, with practical examples that
show a broader intent to spread propaganda to weaken Western state and European institutions. In particular, in this essay we are going
to prove the involvement of Russian Federation to influence the Western public opinion. On several occasion, China and Iran blamed
the West for creating the virus to harm them. Disinformation can lead to dangerous crimes and hate speech and also the importance of
protecting from cybercrime is focal. Although western countries are the most affected, even China and Russia became victims of false
propaganda against them, so all the states are potential victims and should enforce measures to stop these discrediting practise.
Unfortunately, disinformation during a pandemic can lead to unfair practises that can affect everyone’s health, and for this reason state
and international organisation must quickly put into force an effective plan to protect its people. I briefly focused on the actions that
the European Union is taking. Given the actuality of the topic, I used for the research the newspaper and scientific articles, blogs and
reports from the European Union.

Disinformation and Anti-EU/Anti- Western propaganda during the outbreak of Covid-19 pandemic disease.

The words “corona virus” now is one of the most searched terms on internet and we know why. During the “infodemic”, as the
World Health Organisation define this spread of misinformation,people have the comprehensible desire to know, bringing them to
search more and more information with the risk to trust false statements. ! The main goal of disinformation and Anti- EU/Anti-
Western propaganda is to spread anxiety, uncertainty, fears and range among those countries and its allies, like Georgia.

There is a difference between misinformation and disinformation. The first one is the unwilled spread of false information. The
disinformation, the most dangerous, is the action when mass media are influenced by State to generate disinformation. During the
current Corona virus crisis both misleading and disinformation have been spreading online.

When specific medical and scientific information become part of the public debate the misinformation grows. For instance, typical
are the misinformation about possible cures or vaccines against the virus. In these months we all read or listen, and hopefully laughed,
that corona could be stopped by drinking milk, lemons and chilli peppers.The powerful leader of Chechnya, RamazanKadyrov was not
saved from corona by a garlic cure (which he initially defined as an excellent remedy against the virus) but by the medical staff of a
Moscow hospital.2 Another type of misinformation is when political leaders, like Boris Johnson in the UK and Nicola Zingarettiin Italy,
minimized the disease and only after being sick they understood more the gravity of the illness. Later on the set up of lockdown, many
misinformation emerged: in Germany, and in others European countries for example, a lot of people assaulted the supermarkets worried
of a false information that there will be no food stored in the next days. These situations may seem almost funny, but from the stories of
my friends and relatives in Italy, seeing people who do not respect protective measures because they are convinced not to do so by false
information, is frustrating and extremely dangerous.

In many circumstances it is not easy to identify whether fake news is a misinformation or a disinformation, particularly their
originators claim that the source is “secret”. Now, we will concentrate in this more dangerous type of fake news. At present, there are
three countries that are accused from West to spread disinformation: Russia, China and Iran. We will start on overview with the
disinformation coming from China, the state with internal censorship, where the virus started. Many doctors, journalist and online
voices that disagree with the China’s policy and wanted to advice the world of the dangers, were silenced. In China several attempts

1MaarjaKask, False information about coronavirus and beyond: Lessons for the EU?, Policy Brief, Hertie School, Jacques Delors Centre, April 2020, p.1.
2BBBC News, Coronavirus: Chechen leader Kadyrov “healthy” afterCovidscare, 28 May 20202 https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-52832611.



were revealed to blame US of the creation and spreading of the virus.’Indeed, the Deputy Director of Chinese Ministry of Foreign
Affairs Information Department, Zhao Lijian, promoted a conspiracy theory on twitter in March suggesting as if the virus was brought
in China by the US’s military. In February, the repository and distribution service for scientific research ChinaXIv.org issue an article
claiming that the virus came from outside.*

In last years, in particular after the US election of the November 2016, the issue of Russian meddling and interference entered the
public debate in the Western countries. Russia is accused of spreading disinformation on social media and hack-and-dump operations.
The Computational Propaganda Project at the University of Oxford has noticed that in Europe during elections time worrying trend
such as widespread sharing of “junk news”, automated or semi-automated accounts are trying to change the public conversation, and
the lack of transparency in platform like Facebook, made more difficult to probe this dynamics.> The pro-Kremlin disinformation is
primary targeting the domestic Russian audience and, most important for our research, the international audience too. Inside Russia,
the media are fostering the idea that the virus was created in some laboratories in the West. The messages targeting international
audience (expecially in English Italian, Spanish and other Arab languages) focus primarily on conspiracy theories where some élite
group use the virus for their ends. The purpose isfirst of all, to weaken and undermine the credibility of the authority of Western
national states, local administration, NATO and the European Unionand to amplify division, fear, chaos in order to exacerbate crisis
situations and public concerns. In this disinformation attack the healthcare system, scientific experts and international institutions are
also involved.® For instance, the General Intelligence and Security service of the Netherlands found that Russian narratives about
COVID-19 were shared in several number of Dutch-speaking group.’Another example of Anti-Western propaganda is from Sputnik, a
Russian state-controlled agency, which reported that the Lugar Lab in Georgia was involved in the creation of Coronavirus, while in

reality the scientists are studying there how to smash it.8This pandemic can be an ideal opportunity for the Kremlin to spread
furtherthe unfounded beliefs. *

Also in Iran conspiracy theories claimed that the virus is a hybrid biological warfare programmeand biological terrorism waged by
US on China and Iran. This disinformation is apparently promoted by Iranian hardliners and their media to convince the population
that the virus is a Western weapon against them. 10

These conspiracy theories not only can put in dangers the human health, but also harm the cohesion of our societies through
explosion of violence and other unsafe behaviour. Even the hate speech, very present online, descends from propaganda and
disinformation.Related with this problematic, we must briefly say something about the importance of cyber security. While the
epidemic is still going, the cybercriminals are tacking advantages on people’s fears to sell products that promise healing and protections,
but above all they disseminate unsubstantiated claims, fake news and steal valuable confidential data using malware.

On the other side, fake news not only hit the Western countries, but other part of the world too. In some Western countries the
currently trending false information spreading is that the coronavirus is a biological weapon deployed by China and Russia (it depends

SKhatunaMshvidobadze, Trio Pandemic Propaganda: How China, Russia and Iran are targeting the West, 23 April
2020https://www.gfsis.org/blog/view/1067.

4[bidem.

> Giorgio Comai, Russian Meddling in Democratic Process in Europe and the US IN ed. by A. Ferrari, E. TafuroAmbrosetti, New/Old Theatres of Russia’s
International Projection, April 2020 Isitituto per gliStudi di Politicalnternazionale ISPI, pp. 68-86.
¢EUvsDiSiNFO, EEAS Special report: Disinformation on the coronavirus- short assessment of the information enviroment, 19 March 2020

https://euvsdisinfo.eu/eeas-special-report-disinformation-on-the-coronavirus-short-assessment-of-the-information-environment/.

"EUvsDiSiNFO, EEAS Special report: Disinformation on the coronavirus- short assessment of the information enviroment, 20 May 2020

https://euvsdisinfo.eu/eeas-special-report-update-short-assessment-of-narratives-and-disinformation-around-the-covid19-pandemic-updated-23-april-

18-may/.

8Business Insider, For years, Russia targeted conspiracy theories at US-founded lab on the frontline of coronavirus testing, 19 March 2020

https://www.businessinsider.com/russian-conspiracy-theories-tbilisi-lugar-lab-coronavirus-test-2020-3.

% Atlantic Council, Six reasons the Kremlin spreads disinformation about the coronavirus, 24

March2020https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/commentary/article/six-reasons-the-kremlin-spreads-disinformation-about-the-coronavirus/.

10 Radio Farda, Iran in-depth, /ran Accusing US Of Bio- Terrorism To Justify Coronavirus Crisis, 1o March 2020 https://en.radiofarda.com/a/iran-

accusing-us-of-bio-terrorism-to-justify-coronavirus-crisis/30479347.html.




of the fantasy of the authors) with the aim to destroythe EU and NATO.!! So even the countries that are promoting disinformation
about corona virus, can be victims of the disinformation. No states, populations, organisation is safe.

Let’s see quickly how the European Union, one of the most powerful international actor is dealing with this problematic. The EU
External Action Service (EEAS) warned that many of false information is coming from the Russian Federation and Brussels is
proactively removing incorrect or misleading content. Already before the pandemic, in 2018, EU launched the Action Plan against
Disinformation to call for more coordinate action that support European value as democracy, transparency and rule of law. Main efforts
of EU are: more cooperation between states; greater transparency of online platform; support for fact checking and researchers;
empowering and raising citizen awareness and protecting public health and consumer’s rights. ?In addiction, EU is increasing support
and assistance to indipendent media and civil societies organisation in third countries, including in the neighbourhood like Georgia.!®

In conclusion, in this essay I tried to showwhat is misinformation and disinformation are and what kind of harm they can provoke.
European Union is enforcing a large and comprehensive plan to stop misinformation. Even if these three countries - Russia, China and
Iran, are mainly considered to be involved in the spread of false information to promote their anti-Western propaganda, it is also true
that potentially every country can be a victim of false propaganda orchestrated against them. For this reason, every state, organisation
and above all eachindividual must be aware what disinformationmeans and what are the dangers for the global community that derive
from it.

NEUvsDiSiNFO, EEAS Special report: Disinformation on the coronavirus- short assessment of the information enviroment, 19 March 2020

https://euvsdisinfo.eu/eeas-special-report-disinformation-on-the-coronavirus-short-assessment-of-the-information-environment/.

2European Commission, High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, Joint Communication, 7ackling COVID-19

disinformation- Getting the facts right, 10 June 2020https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52020]C0008&from=EN.

13 European Union, Tackling coronavirus disinformation, Getting The Facts Rights, Factsheet https://eeas.europa.eu/sites/eeas/files/2020-06-

02_disinformation_ factsheet.pdf
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Kristina Avagyan
Maryna Korzh (Finalist)
Oleksandr Kyselov (Finalist)
Mihaela Maxim

Yaroslav Oleinik (Finalist)
Yosuman Shomastonova
Niginakhon Uralova
Hasmik Petrosyan
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Nino Lapiashvili - Director of the Institute for European Studies of TSU
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Giorgi Khelashvili — Director of the Research Center of the Parliament of Georgia
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Teimuraz Chitaia - Acting Head of the Office at the Committee on European Integration of the Parliament of Georgia
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Vasil Kacharava - Director of the Institute for American Studies of TSU
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Nino Lapiashvili - Director of the Institute for European Studies of TSU
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Daniela Urse - Invited Professor at the Institute for Euroepan Studies of TSU
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Tornike Nozadze - Charge de Affairs of the Embassy of Georgia to the Republic of Finland
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Teimuraz Chitaia - Acting Head of the Office at the Committee on European Integration of the Parliament of Georgia
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Nato Rubanovi — Invited Specialist of the Office at the Committee on European Integration of the Parliament of Georgia
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Contact Information

Institute for European Studies of lvane
Javakhsishvili Thilisi State University

3 Chavchavadze Avenue, Thilisi, Georgia,
0179, Building 2 of TSU, Office 406

nino.lapiashvili@tsu.ge
helpdesk.ies@tsu.ge

+995 599 108792
+995 595 770110
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Committee on European Integration of the Parliament of Georgia
8 Rustaveli Avenue, Thilisi, Georgia, 0118

tchitaia@parliament.ge

+ 995 574 102023
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